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Putting the pieces together ... Cove rage
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* SSA: Social Security Administration
« SSI: Supplemental Security Income

» SSDI: Social Security Disability Insurance
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E,Ec SSA Definition of

Putting the pieces together ... Dlsablhty
SSDI< >SSI

An individual is unable to engage in any
Substantial Gainful Activity due to medically
determinable physical or mental impairment(s)
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B~ Ec: SSA Definition of

Putting the pieces together ... D|Sab| I |ty
1IN
\ SSDI K SSl J

The result of that impairment has lasted or is
expected to last at least 12 months oris
expected to result in death
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Putting the pieces together ...

.

SSDI

SSA Definition of

/

N

J

Disability
N
sl

Social Security considers the inability to
perform any kind of work, taking into account
age, education, and work experience
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Putting the pieces together ...

« 2012 Substantial Gainful Activity
—-$1,010
— $1,690 amount for blind
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BB = Sequential Evaluation
Putting the pieces together ... Process

1. Working, engaging in SGA?

2. Severe Impairment?

3. Listing Level of Impairment?
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Putting the pieces together..lmpairments “Blue BOOk”

Need Larger Text?

) SOCIAL SECURITY ONLINE

Espafiol | Other Languages
’\””{"I\ THE OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE U.S. SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION Search: _

Retirement Survivors Disabllity Supplemental Security Income (SSl)

www.ssa.qov/disability/professionals/bluebook/AdultListings
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- U.S. Social Security Administration Search Results

, w Listing Level of
Putting the pieces together..lmpairments “B|Ue BOOk”

¢ |yReader

Social Security

The Official Website of the U.S. Social Security Administration

blue book
About 22,500 results * Advanced Search

Listi fl R ts - Adult Listi = A)
Entry page - Adult Medical Impairments ... Disability Evaluation Under Social Security
(Blue Book- June 2011) Listing of Impairments - Adult Listings (Part A)
www.socialsecurity.gov/.../AdultListings.htm

isability Evaluation Un i ri
Entry page - SSA Publication 64-039 ... Disability Evaluation Under Social Security
(Blue Book- September 2008) This edition of Disability Evaluation Under Social ...
www.soclalsecurity.gov/.../bluebook

14.00-Immun: I

Disability Evaluation Under Social Security (Blue Book- October 2008) 14.00 Immune
System Disorders - Adult
www.socialsecurity.gov/.../14.00-immune-Adult.htm

Part || - Evidentiary Requirements ... Disability Evaluation Under Social Security (Blue
Book- September 2008) Part || - Evidentiary Requirements
www.socialsecurity.gov/.../evidentiary .htm

. ndocri |
Disability Evaluation Under Social Security (Blue Book- June 2011) 9.00 Endocrine
Disorders - Adult
....... ornnlaloamiwites mewel 10 O E nol { At o

FAQs 'Login Contact Us |3 % Youl[D
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Putting the pieces together..lmpairments “Blue BOOk”

0 O Part Ill - Listing of Impairments (Overview)
| > | " + | | 5% www.socialsecurity.gov [ l_l
} (O HE HIV/AIDS ¥ BECStuff ¥ SSA Pages an...nefits links ¥ BECServer CASDIY CA& Medi-Cal ¥ Medicare ¥ Banking ¥ Paloma ¥ untitled folder ¥  Arkansas ¥ »

Social Secuity Ouline Disability Programs

www.soclalsecurity.gov Home FAQs ContactUs v Text Size v search G
J v\‘ ) .,
Professionals Home ﬁlﬁ\ Medical/Professional Relations
Disability Evaluation Under Social Security
(Blue Book- September 2008)
Search Blue Book

Part lll - Listing Of Impairments

istings (Part A The Listing of Impairments describes, for each major body system, impairments considered severe enough to
prevent an individual from doing any gainful activity (or in the case of children under age 18 applying for SSI, severe
enought to cause marked and severe functional limitations). Most of the listed impairments are permanent or
Childhood Listings (Part B) expected to result in death, or the listing includes a specific statement of duration is made. For all other listings, the
evidence must show that the impairment has lasted or is expected to last for a continuous period of at least 12
months. The criteria in the Listing of Impairments are applicable to evaluation of claims for disability benefits under
the Social Security disability insurance program or payments under both the SSI program.

General Information
Part A of the Listing of Impairments contains medical criteria that apply to the evaluation of impairments in adults age
18 and over. The medical criteria in Part A may also be applied in evaluating impairments in children under age 18 if
Evidenti iremen the disease processes have a similar effect on adults and younger children.
Part B of the Listing of Impairments contains additional medical criteria that apply only to the evaluation of
impairments of persons under age 18. Certain criteria in Part A do not give appropriate consideration to the
Listing of Impairments particular effects of the disease processes in childhood; that is, when the disease process is generally found only in
(overview) children or when the disease process differs in its effect on children and adults.

Additional criteria are included in Part B, and the impairment categories are, to the extent possible, numbered to
maintain a relationship with their counterparts in Part A. In evaluating disability for child under age 18, part B will be
used first. If the medical criteria in part B do not apply, then the medical criteria in part A will be used.

The criteria in the Listing of Impairments apply only to one step of the multi-step sequential evaluation process. At
that step, the presence of an impairment that meets the criteria in the Listing of Impairments (or that is of equal
severity) is usually sufficient to establish that an individual who is not working is disabled.

However, the absence of a listing-level impairment does not mean the individual is not disabled. Rather, it merely
requires the adjudicator to move on to the next step of the process and apply other rules in order to resolve the issue

2012 MDF Annual Conference: San Francisco, CA WWw.myotonic.org




gE& Listing Level of
Putting the pieces together .. |mpalrmentS “Blue BOOk”

Listing of Impairments - Adult Listings (Part A)

()
Zj @ 55 www.soclalsecurity.gov ¢ | Readec | L_J

] == HIV/AIDS ¥  BEC Stuff ¥ SSA Pages an._.nefits links ¥ BECServer CASDIY CA& Medi-Cal ¥ Medicare ¥ Banking ¥ Paloma~ untitled folder ¥  Arkansas v »g

Social Security Online Disability Programs

Home FAQs ContactUs v Text Size +

Professionals Home s#a: Medical/Professional Relations

USA

s

Disability Evaluation Under Social Security
(Blue Book- June 2011)

Search s Sock Listing of Impairments - Adult Listings (Part A)
Adult Listings (Part A) The following sections are applicable to individuals age 18 and over and to children under age 18 where criteria are
appropriate.
Childhood Listings (Part B) This electronic version contains the new Malignant Neoplastic Diseases Listings effective November 5, 2009.
General Information
1.00 2.00 3.00
Musculoskeletal System Special Senses and Speech Respiratory System
Evidentiary Requiremen
- - 4.00 5.00 6.00
Listing of Impairments ey 2.00
iv r:w  Impairmen rdiovascular tem Digestiv tem Genitourinary Impairments
7.00 8.00 New!
Hematological Disorders Skin Disorders 9.00

Endocrine Disorders_
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Listing of Impairments - Adult Listings (Part A)
Banking ¥ Paloma~ untitled folder * Arkansas v »'

CA & Medi-Cal ¥ Medicare v

DECTAl SETISES .

BEC Server CASDI~

Tl | 55A www.soclalsecurity.gov
s

HIV/AIDS * BEC Stuff *  SSA Pages an__.nefits links v

irement
0

Evidentiary R
4.00 5.00 6.00
| Digestive System Genitourinary | irmen

Listing of Impairments '
(overview) AL

8.00 New!

9.00

7.0
kin Disord

Hematological Disorders
Endocrine Disorders
Changes effective 06/07/11

o

11.00 12.00
Mental Disorders

10.00
Neurological

s that Affect

Impairments e
Multiple Body Systems

Back to Top
WwWW.myotonic.org
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Listing Level of
pairments "Blue Book”

11.00-Neurological-Adult

b L+ )= www.socialsecurity.gov i<

(1) #H WIV/AIDS v BECStuff v  SSAPages an.nefits links v BECServer CASDI¥

Social Security Online
www.soclalsecurity.gov
Professionals Home ——~<
e \ ‘..ll' \f
Disability Evaluation

(Blue Book- September 2008)

| Search Blue Book

Home FAQs ContactUs v Text Size v

Disability Programs

== Medical/Professional Relations

Under Social Security

11.00 Neurological - Adult
_—
Adut Listngs (Part A) Section 11.00 Neurological
h Listin B 11,01 A. Epilepsy. In epilepsy, regardless of etiology, degree of impairment will be determined

Category of according to type, frequency, duration, and sequelae of seizures. At least one detailed
Impai n description of a typical seizure is required. Such description includes the presence or

General Information Neurological absence of aura, tongue bites, sphincter control, injuries associated with the attack, and

postictal phenomena. The reporting physician should indicate the extent to which
11,02 description of seizures reflects his own observations and the source of ancillary
Epil ) information. Testimony of persons other than the claimant is essential for description of
" i i EpuCpsy - and frequency of seizures if professional observation is not available.
Heen werer convulsive epilepsy, ype uency P
nd mal or

psychomotor)

Listing of Impairments
(overview)
epilepsy
(petit mal,
psychomotor,
or focal)

11.03
Epilepsy - nonconvulsive

Under 11.02 and 11.03, the criteria can be applied only if the impairment persists
despite the fact that the individual is following prescribed antiepileptic treatment.
Adherence to prescribed antiepileptic therapy can ordinarily be determined from
objective clinical findings in the report of the physician currently providing treatment for
epilepsy. Determination of blood levels of phenytoin sodium or other antiepileptic drugs
may serve to indicate whether the prescribed medication is being taken. When seizures
are occurring at the frequency stated in 11.02 or 11.03, evaluation of the severity of the
impairment must include consideration of the serum drug levels.

Should serum drug levels appear therapeutically inadequate, consideration should be
given as to whether this is caused by individual idiosyncrasy in absorption or
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Putting the pieces together..lmpairments “Blue BOOk”

11.13 Muscular dystrophy with disorganization
of motor function as described in 11.04B.
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ﬂ_%; E& Listing Level of

Putting the pieces together..lmpairments “Blue BOOk”

11.04B. Significant and persistent
disorganization of motor function in two
extremities, resulting in sustained disturbance
of gross and dexterous movements, or gait
and station (see 11.00C).
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Listing Level of
W . 6 9
Putting the pieces together I m pa| rmentS Blue BOOk

11.00C. Persistent disorganization of motor
function in the form of paresis or paralysis,
tremor or other involuntary movements,
ataxia and sensory disturbances (any or all of
which may be due to cerebral, cerebellar,
brain stem, spinal cord, or peripheral nerve
dysfunction) which occur singly or in various
combinations, frequently provides the sole or
partial basis for decision in cases of
neurological impairment.
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Putting the pieces together..lmpairments “Blue BOOk”

11.00C. (cont.) The assessment of
iImpairment depends on the degree of
interference with locomotion and/or
iInterference with the use of fingers, hands
and arms.
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E— Fi— c Compassionate
i
Putting the pieces together ... A”OwanCeS (CAL)

Cases
* Began Late 2008

* |dentify "Most Obviously Disabled”
* As of 08/11/12 list of 165

« Case are to be processed quickly by the
Disability Determination Services (DDS)

— recommended timeframe is 20 days or less
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Putting the pieces together ... AIIOwanceS (CAL)

Cases

®no Compassionate Allowances Website Home Page
[ - l > ] [+ ISEhttp://www.socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances/ C] (Q' Google )
&0 [J] 5 HIV/AIDSv BEC Stuffv  SSA Pages an...efits links ¥ BEC Server CASDIv CA & Medi-Cal v Medicare v Banking v Palomav »

.
*
Social Security Online Compassionate Allowances |
!
www.soclalsecurity.gov Home FAQs ContactUs v TextSize v Search N !
7 Compassionate Allowances :
JSA

%, Il !
h l
List of Compassionate Allowances Statements from Famil !
Conditions Social Security has an obligation to provide benefits quickly to applicants whose Members and Individuals .
medical conditions are so serious that their conditions obviously meet disability with Early-Onset Alzheimer's ||
standards. Disease ;
_

WWW.Socialsecurity.gov/compassionateallowances
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Putting the pieces together Seq uentlal Eval uat|0n

1. Working, engaging in SGA?

2. Severe impairment?

3. Listing Level of Impairment?

4. Capacity for past relevant work?

5. Capacity for Any Work?
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f%ﬁz& Documentation of

Putting the pieces together .. Disabllity

Blue Book
Listing Level of Impairment

O
LDocumentationJ

Through

{Medical Providers} Consumers J
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E;E& Documentation of

Putting the pieces together .. Disabllity

 Medical Providers
* Applicants

22
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Putting the pieces together ...

Document In
Log or Diary

N
Symptoms
/
4 N [
Frequency Duration Severity
- N\
23




-
EC: Application Process

Putting the pieces together ..

4 )
Social Security

Application

- J

Local Office

State Office - Disability Oetermination Services (DDS)

Medical Non-Medical
Evaluator Evaluator

24
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Putting the pieces together ... Onllne ApplICathn

eno The United States Social Security Administration

Espafol | Other languages &) | TextSe v |Accessibiity Help M

s Social Security FAGS Logn | Mat Contact s (] )
ﬂ|||||||< * The Official Wobsite of the U.S. Sockl Security Administration oa \ocial Security GO

Retirement | Disability | Survivors 1 [ | | Business Services

[‘I'OPS!HVDCES

P —— | retired online " Watch Our
Apply online for retirement benefits at home In my / YOUTUbe

Apply online for disability benefits
Apply online for Medicare

WEIEIERE g
Apply for SSI, survivors or family benefits YOU can tool Vldeo

Estimate your retirement benefits
Get a Form 1099/1042S for tax info

Login or get a password 1234

Get Extra Help with Meadicare prescription

bt INFORMATION FOR USEFUL LINKS ABOUT OUR AGENCY “
Learn what you can do online |
Check your application status AC?\;?:: S p——— g‘fg Closings/Emergencies gfﬁ:‘\m"‘;ws:wq

Servies or pcsiecuanty recening - B o, ety

Get a form = More -~ : - More -~ : - More -~

Get a publication

Appeal a cisability decision online NEWS FAQS 7

Help for the homeless, representative payees, [
governments, financial planners, human « Sodial Security Board of Trustees: Projected Trust Fund Exhaustion Three Frequently Asked Questons A

resource professionals & third parties Years Sooner Than Last Year - . :

Research popular baby names . Fs’?:gfaimmy Announces New Conditions for Compassionate Allowances Receive updates by email :

Locate a Social Security office + Social Security publishes refreshed Open Government Plan s WEBINARS

—3

2012 MDF Annual Conference: San Francisco, CA WWw.myotonic.org




2

Putting the pieces together ...

8006

Apply Online for Disability Benefits

Online Application

< | » 554 hitp: / /www.soclalsecurity.gov/pgm/disability.htm

sl

‘\

= Social Security

Home Retirement Survivors Medicare

Disability

Apply For Disability Benefits

I"“ll 5 The Official Website of the U.S. Social Security Administration Search Social Security GO

Business Services

. Review the Acult Disability Checklist

. Fill out the Disability Benefit Application

. Fill out the Adult Disability Report

. Compiete the Authorization to Disclose Information form
(SSA-827). You can do this electronically as part of your Adult
Disability Report or print and mail the form to your Social
Security Office.

GNEWS Electronic Signature Process For Form SSA-827

LN -

Apply for Disability = Check Application Status

Appeal Our Recent Medical Decision

Why Should | Apply Online?

Applying online for cisability benefits offers several advantages:
« You can start your disability claim immediately. There is no need to wait for an appointment;
« You can apply from the convenience of your own home or on any computer; and
« You avoid trips to a Social Security office, saving you time and money.

Who Can Use The Online Application?

You can use the online application to apply for benefits if you:

o areage 18 or older;
« have worked and pald Social Security taxes long enough to qualify; and
« have a medical condition that has prevented you from working or is expected to prevent you from working

loc ot loccs 10 the ocondlo dooth

¢ HQ- Google

Espaficl| Text Sze + | Accessbiity Help

FAQs Login Mal ContactUs "Elé

Learn About Disability Benefits
Disability publications

Research

Adults disabled before age 22
Disability Planner

Information for Representatives
More...

Healthcare Information

Heaith Information from Department of Health and
Human Services

Prescription Drug Assistance Programs
Coverage for people with preexisting conditions
Health Benefits Under COBRA

What about SSI?

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) pays benefits
to disabled adults and children with limited income
and resources.

Lean More...

.
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— . .
ﬂ?, _ 4. Determination and
Putting the pieces together ... Appeal Process

Initial Application On the Record

Decision
Re-consideration

Hearing with
Administrative Law
Judge

Council Review

District
Court Case
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2= Disability

Putting the pieces together ... Dete m | nat|0n

» Medical Reviews & Diary Dates
— 1 year
— 3 years
— [ years

28
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ﬁi’ECZ Social Security

Putting the pieces together ...

Programs
SSDI SS|
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E;Ec Social Security

Putting the pieces together ... DlSa bl I |ty I nsurance

4 I
SSDI

\ J

* History

* Credits

 Calendar Quarters

30
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= = o3 SSDI Credit

Putting the pieces together ... .
e pieces fogs Requirement

* Age 18 to 24:

— 1.5 years (6 credits) of work within previous 3 years

* Age 24 to 31:

— 3 years (12 credits) of work within previous 6 years

» Age 31 to 42:

— 5 years (20 credits) of work within previous 10 years

31
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gg& SSDI Credit

Putiing the pieces together .. Requirement

* Over age 42:

— 5 years (20 credits) of work the previous
10 years, plus additional credits
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TEEC: Work Credits in Years

Putting the pieces together ...

Became Number of
Disabled At Age| Years of Work
Needed

42 O

44 9.9

46 6

48 6.5

50 I4

52 [.5

54 8

956 8.5

538 9

60 or older 19.5
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Putting the pieces together ... Beneflt

4 )
SSDI
- /
* Benefits
— Individual
— Childhood Disabled Beneficiary (CDB)
— Widow(er)

34
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=

B =T childhooc Disabled{ SSD'J
Putting the pieces together ... BeneﬁCiary (CDB)

May be eligible for Social Security Disability
Insurance (SSDI) if:

* Disablility began before age 22, and
* Parent is eligible:
o Retires,
o Disabled according to SSA or,
o Dies

35
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3E€: Widow(er) (SSD'J

Putting the pieces together ...

Eligible to receive spouse’s benefits if greater
than what they are eligible for if:

* _egal widow(er)

* At least 50

* Unmarried or re-married after age 60

* Meets Social Security’s definition of disability

36
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EQJEC: SSDI Waiting Period

Putting the pieces together ...

FULL 5 Month Eligible Payments Begin
Unpaid Waiting Period

37
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gEC; Social Security

Putting the pieces tgether Dlsablllty |nSU rance

J

» Retroactive Payment for Filing Late
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Putting the pieces together ...

Programs
SSDI SS|
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g&c; Supplemental

Putting the pieces together ... SeCU rlty I ncome

SS|

+ Eligibility Requirements:

N / — Disability (under age 65)
— Need
40
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=¥ =g " Financial Eligibility ss
Putting the pieces togetherExe m pt ReSO U rceS
A home - If individual has an ownership

interest and it serves as his/her primary
residence

o Y

o

WWW.myotonic.org:
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Putting the pieces togetherExe m pt ReSO urces

)

* One automobile of any value
(as of March 2005)
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BB = Financial Eligibili

Putting the pieces togetherExe m pt ReSO urces

Liquid Assets:
Individual $2,000
Couple $3,000

43

SSI

~
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Putting the pieces together = x ampt Resource

 Iltems related to the disability

44
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B Additional L ss J

Putting the pieces together = x ampt Resource

* Household goods of any value.
(as of March 2005)

* Note: Collectables are not exempt

BALCO Presen ts
The Hoﬂérun Guys

e
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QQEC Additional L sl J
Puting e ieces ogeiner= y @) pt Resource

* Whole Life or other insurance policies with cash
surrender value or face value of less than $1,500

 All term life insurance policies of any value
* A burial plot, or other burial space, of any value

« Up to $1,500 per person set aside specifically for
burial expenses
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Putting the pieces together ... 20 1 2

« Federal Benefits Rate (FBR) $698
« State Supplemental Program (SSP) $156 40
Total $854.40 e

f Blind $909.40
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SSI
Putting the pieces together ...

* Retroactive payment
* Integration
« Waiting Period

48
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2EC

Putting the pieces together ...

Thank You!

Daniel Fortuno
Benefits Education Center
1031 Franklin St Suite B9
San Francisco, CA 94109

415-345-1725

info@benefitsec.com

www.benefitsec.com
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